
Stoughton RiverfrontRedevelopment
Community Preferences:  
During the June 2017 charrette, citizens were asked to give their opinions on what building and green space aesthetics and 
designs were most desired.   The following images received high marks and will be used to work with potential developers 
over the coming year.    

Multi-Family Housing:   

Green Space Amenities & Design:   

Adaptive Reuse:   

Cottage Homes:   
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• 11 Acres (City Controlled Property) 

• 1,000 Feet of  River Frontage

• 2 Blocks From Downtown



 

 

 

 
 

 

POTENTIAL TRAIL CONNECTION TO WATER ST
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*
LIMITS OF POTENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT SITE

PARCELS NOT OWNED BY RDA

COMMERCIAL USE

MIXED USE

RESIDENTIAL USE

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

POTENTIAL REDEVELOPMENT OUTSIDE 
CURRENT CITY OWNERSHIP

PUBLIC PLAZA 

LEGEND

The Setting:   
Stoughton’s Riverfront Project is a 11-acre parcel within the 
proposed Tax Incremental District (TID) #8. Legacy  industrial 
and manufacturing uses dominated much of  this site since the 
late 1800s,  and all such uses terminated in 2014 with the closure 
of  the MillFab (Holley Moulding) plant. 

Determining that this blighted and underutilized area should 
be redeveloped, the Stoughton Redevelopment Authority 
(RDA)  acquired the Highway Trailer Complex in 2010 and the 
shuttered  MillFab factory in 2016. The RDA further expanded 
its control of  the area in 2017 with the acquisition of  the 
Carpet Warehouse adjacent to the Highway Trailer Complex. 
The City of  Stoughton owns and uses two contiguous parcels:  
the historic 1911  Power House on the Yahara River and the 
Public Works Department buildings along Fourth St. By late fall 
2018, it is expected that all former industrial buildings with the 

The Plan:   
The Riverfront Project will require significant interaction and 
negotiation with developers. Part of  this work will require an 
early understanding of  what must be achieved on the ground 
to meet community and TID repayment needs. Discussions 
with citizens during the June 2017 charrette made it clear that 
the community expects a significant amount of  green space 
and recreational access such as a riverside walk/trail, riverfront 
gardens, pedestrian bridge, and public gathering space. On 
the tax repayment side, preliminary investigations have shown 
that all private sector buildings built inside the Riverfront area 
will need to achieve a gross value of  about $50 million dollars 
to cover TID costs and expenses. Current plans call for the 
creation of  240 to 260 dwelling units to help meet this criteria.  
These units will be a mix of  owner occupied and rentals, 
depending upon market conditions. These structures will likely 
be built in phases, perhaps starting as early as 2020.        

exception of  the Blacksmith Shop 
will have been demolished.  

The Dream:  
Redevelop the Riverfront Project 
site into an exceptional riverside 
neighborhood that utilizes the 
recreational and natural resources 
of  the Yahara River for all 
Stoughton residents. Incorporating 
the latest in green technology will 
further distinguish the project. The 
planned Whitewater Park being 
developed by the City adjacent to 
the Riverfront Project adds extra 
excitement to the area helping 
to make Stoughton a regional 
destination.    

A planned Whitewater Park adjoins the Riverfront Project for 
several hundred feet. If  the Whitewater Park gets funded, the 
RDA will be working with the City Parks Department and its 
consultants to make sure that riverside features are compatible 
with both projects, perhaps even allowing some financial credits 
to the Riverfront Project.     

Development Planning:  
Of  importance to the future of  this project is the RDA’s 
commitment to develop the site as a Planned Development to 
the greatest possible extent. This path allows the City and RDA 
to work with prospective developers in efficient and flexible 
ways to assure that all development goals are met. This work will 
begin with the selection of  a developer.    

Second, because the Riverfront Project has been created 
within a Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) district,  the RDA 

TID 8 is generally bounded by the 
Yahara River to the south, 4th 
Street to the west,  South St. to the 
north, and 8th St. to the east.

is able to work creatively with developers to make sure that all 
development costs incurred by the RDA, including property 
acquisition, demolition, environmental work, and infrastructure 
installation such as street improvements, a pedestrian bridge, 
and lift station, are ultimately covered by the increased value of   
taxable buildings  over the life of  the project. The current TID 
8 Project Plan allows project expenses to occur until 2037 and 
it is projected that by the required closure date in 2044, TID #8 
will be in a positive balance, assuming given density, values, and 
development time. It is expected that TID #8 will be approved 

Vision Statement: 
An urban waterfront 
neighborhood built 
around riverside green 
space and recreational 
opportunities, with varied 
and modern living 
spaces for the young and 
old alike that enhances 
downtown vitality and 
serves as a regional 
destination.

Concept Plan for Riverfront Project

Note: This map is a concept plan only. The final plan will 
be prepared in consultation with selected developers.

by August 2018. 


